Autopsy of a President 



fir. sFisbhain In his editorial of Augl.t 
II refers to «y art Ida in th* July 10 I 
issua of JAMA. Sn it ha states: "Michels 

charged that ths pathologists who wad* 
the pcstssortfta examination of the body 
of President John F. Kennedy should hav| 
especially recorded and publicized the 
condition of the adrenal glands." The * 
content of ssy article does lastly that «j 

complete autopsy should have been done.! 

j 

(text, hn guotes fir. Milton H. Helper)* 
as saying that "any disclosure 3n the 
autopsy findings over and above th* fat| 
bull at wounds must be considered a private 
matter for the faa*i !y to do with in sue} 
way as they personnai^y desire," fhls 
citation implies ignorance on my part. 

I wh*lchaart©dly agree with Or. Malpernfs 
st&t&aent. it must be reawwabered that 
doing a cccrplet® autopsy and compiling 
a ccspleta protocol of all findings do*& 
not constitute a disclosure, which arisj 
when the protocol or a part of it is 
roves led to a second person. 

his last sentence reads, "With respect 
to the right to publicize, the obsesrva- 
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tlcns of the pathologist *say fae considered 
—both ethically and legally— to be as 
confidential as any other Inforaet ion 
obtained by the physician before or aft^r 
his patient's death." His statossnt Isj 



entirely correct. 

I 

The instant when the President was 

-i 

d&<3sd c©<82 , &d to b<8 Pres 1 
me h)z body p«33«d 5nto tbz custody of 

tr 

Dr. £<,?•’ Rosa, Coroner of Dallas County, 

^rrc======r 

rather than fe£i*4-«s4— $4wi next of kin 
A V / 0 



Or. Rose Is charged, under Texjss 
Ifiw, with Investigating murdsrs. The 
results of his autc-psy would have bean 
used In court. In such cases the Iwtarists 
©f society taka precedence ever the 
wishes of tha feslly, attending physic lias, 
or eny Involved pathologists with relation 
to their autopsy findings. 

After this bodyfthstf been fCrcaful 3y 
removed frea Dr. Ross's Jurisdiction, 
the autopsy apparently was perforated in 
® non Saga 3 sense with peraiss Ion of the 
noxt of kin ^Tl^nn^ ’w’ithout tha par- 
pots of obtaining l&eal evSdenco. Cosj- 
aissicn document Ho. 571 is a receipt 
frees Mr. Robert I. Bouck to Adssirol 



Iharkloy far, eaxmg other things, "active 

Sssticn for posts®rt©s ejuarslnat Ion aSgrs- 

by tha Attorney General, Robert F. &®nn- 

detsd Movesrbor 22, 5263." in^ratreFTtat 

A _ . 

ynslndSng Ksryiend/ 1^ custodial rlghtf 

of tha deceased pass to tha ne^t of kin 

tha surviving spouse, and not a sibling 

i 

Css pits tha fact that tha lata Prso ld®n 
brother, Robert F. Kennedy, at that tins; 
Attorney General, his signature on 




any such doctrasnt was parsonage®?* c arr&jd 
no authority of If}* office, which was, 
at that tisse, without jurisdiction in 
such a situation. 

Light on the qwastlcn of ©saiss ion of 
data about the adrenals sight b® obtaind 
If tha "autopsy psraS3slon" could fca In 
apeetad and found to b« uni halted or cni 



ff$fslt ^8xaaiaatloa of specif led parts 
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{ Boerff gafwser. Archivist of the tt,$. j 



advised ssa that this "autopsy pomlss icr " 
cans st row bo found in the archives. 

After completion of tha autopsy, a fj|| 
'protocol , ■ wl th mhdjfr'y jwsralt , 
hsva bom attached td th® lets 
President's clinical casa record, and a 
del h'icsd to the person either Is |,fig tha j 
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autopsy, If s© p«ajitast«4. IS -anything 
Is ©aft tod In the protocol tha reason 
cast be stated. Since the eate-psy was 

non local on®, the pathologists are of 

£\ 

costs® bcand t© secrecy es are the 

A 

clinic®? attendants. Tea erroneously 
quota «o es's&ying ths pathologists should 
have publicized th44r findings.? Ahythlhg 
rolersstd to the public, including that 

published by' the Warren C&ssalaslOn, *s«s| 

- ‘ ,. § 

have the sanction of the parson authorising 

6 

the. eatojsay. 

ter/ whan" 'the pathologist- Is stmiHsj»~ 
ecuasly’a civil officer, such ss that of| 
coroner, docs he have the author I ty to 
release data about his findings la an 
■aatepsy, with out sanction and over pre^ 
tests ©? the next of kin. Of course suih 
a '©as© mdi bs ©ns of w^terfef death. 

The autopsy report, with suppliant,' V&f 

l ' 

pub listed by ths Ccssslsslca' ls- : d©v© Id ef 
* .‘- , - : I ■ 

signals Indicating, data Having boon j 

dftli’stcd and therefor© It mat be firqse»?4 

to fcs collet©. > | . 
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■PraSrl©. Vjtisga, Ksn. 
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